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   One reason John wrote the letter of I 
John was to convey to his Christian read-
ers that they possessed eternal life. He 
writes, ñAnd the witness is this, that God 
has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. He who has the Son has the 
life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have the life. These things 
I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, in order that 
you may know that you have eternal 
life.ò (I John 5:11-13) The word 
ñeternalò (Greek aionios) used here em-
phasizes quality and quantity. Christians 
now possess a quality life in Christ that 
has no end. It is a present and perma-
nent possession. It is the abundant, qual-
itative life that comes from knowing 
Christ as Lord. It is also a quantitative 
life, one that will never end. Eternal life 
encompasses the Christian life on earth 
and in heaven. God desires that His chil-
dren ñknowò that they have eternal life. 
He wants them to understand that their 
salvation is secure in Christ. It cannot be 
lost or forfeited. This steadfast assurance 
erases anxiety and gives believers confi-
dence and joy before the throne of God. 
Jesus, the good shepherd, gives eternal 
life to the sheep. He said, ñéthey will 
never perish; and no one will snatch 
them out of My hand.ò (John 10:28) The 
apostle Paul proclaimed, ñThe Spirit Him-
self testifies with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, heirs al-
so, heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christéò (Romans 8:16-17) The indwell-
ing Holy Spirit reassures the believer that 
he is a child of God and joint-heir with 
Christ. The truth of eternal security in 
Christ, as clearly taught in Scripture, 
does not give believers a license for sin. 
Nowhere are they given permission to 
ñlive like they want toò on earth since they 
are heaven-bound. In fact, just the oppo-
site is true. God admonishes His children 
to be holy as He is holy, and to produce 
the fruit of the Spirit in their lives by living 
the Spirit-filled/empowered life. Chris-
tians are called to be the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world. Such a life will 
validify the fact that, ñéif anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the old 
things passed away; behold, new things 
have come.ò (II Cor. 5:17) 
  
Your Director of Missions, 
Charlie  

 

Sep 15 ................. Trail of Tears Mission Opportunity 

Sep 18 ...................................... Ministerôs Conference 

(10 AM, MBA) 

 ........................... Doing Missions In Your Hometown 

(7 PM, University) 

Sep 20 ......................................................... ACPs Due 

Sep 24 ......................... Preparing for Retirement Conf 

(9 AM, MBA) 

Sep 25 ...................................... Ministerôs Conference 

Minister’s Conference Schedule of Speakers 
 

*Unless otherwise specified, the Ministerôs Conference will be held at 
the Madison Baptist Association Office and the fellowship time will 

begin at 10:00 AM, with the meeting beginning at 10:30 AM. 
 
 

Sep 18 .................. Rev. Bobby Gordon, GracePointe 
Sep 25 ................. Rev. Joshua Doss, Bethlehem L.S. 

ATTENTION CHURCH CLERKS!  
 

 

 

 

ACPs and Leadership Worksheets are due 
September 20! Please contact Denise  

(256-536-0015) if you have any questions. 

The 181st Annual Session of the 
Madison Baptist Association 

will meet on 
Tuesday, October 16, 2018 at 3:15 p.m. 

at Brownsboro Baptist Church 
4315 Highway 72 E, Brownsboro, AL 

 

Meal tickets are now available at the  
MBA for $15 per person.  Deadline for meal  
registration is Thursday, October 11.  

 

The menu for this meal is Parmesan chicken  
or baked ham, hash brown casserole,  
green beans, rolls, and green salad, with  

lemon icebox cake pie or carrot cake for dessert.  

 

You must pre-purchase a ticket for dinner. 
 

Messenger information is due to the office no 
later than October 11. 

Preparing for Retirement 
 

Monday, September 24 
9 AMð12 Noon 

 

Open to all, but especially for those  
who are 55 years old and older. 

 

The seminar is free but you must register 
at http://tinyurl.com/y9cs6m7n 


