
 
Executive Board Meeting 

Monday,  April 27, 2020 
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This meeting was cancelled due  

to the statewide closings (COVID-19).  

 
Enclosed in this packet are first quarter reports in the 

following order: 

 
Minutes 

Financial Report 
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Disaster Relief Report 

New Works 



MADISON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2020 
*Note: This meeting is recorded. 

 
 

 Dr. Al Pihringer, Moderator, called the meeting to order.  Rev. Robby Boyd then gave a word of devotion about 
examples from the Bible about how not to live life and godly patience, and opened the meeting in prayer. There were 
approximately thirty-four in attendance.  

Attention was called to the August 2019 Executive Board meeting minutes and the 182nd Annual Meeting 
minutes.  Dr. Carl Ratcliffe made the motion to accept the minutes as written.  Rev. Gary Gates seconded the motion.  
There were no questions, additions or corrections and the motion was approved.   

Mr. Wayne Miller came to present the Budget/Stewardship report. First, he called attention to the various 
printed reports in EB packet.  He reviewed the year-to-date Financial Report and explained that this would most likely 
be the last time the Baptist Foundation funds would show up on a report as those funds had been transferred to 
ServisFirst for a higher interest rate of return.  He also reviewed the year’s breakdown of expenses and the designated 
funds. He then noted the church giving through December, 2019.  Rev. Frank Swalley asked if funds budgeted for the year 
prior carried over if there was a balance.  The answer was no.  The report came as its own motion and the motion was 
approved.  (Complete report on file.) 

Dr. Charlie Howell, Executive Director of Missions, came forward and gave his report.  He asked that we be in 
prayer for all of our churches, but in particular, for the three churches who were currently without pastors (Westlawn, 
Hobbs Island, and Brownsboro) and shared that two pastors have announced they are leaving early in 2020 (Larry Inman 
of All Nations and Keith Miller of Life’s Journey).  New pastor in the association is Rev. Jeff Roe at Cave Spring. We 
currently have 86 churches and two under watchcare.  The New Works Team is working with several new church plants 
and looking at Huntsville demographics.  He talked about an upcoming conference, “20/20 Spring Vision Conference,” on 
evangelism and prayer, and asked that people put it on their calendars.  It will take place on Sunday, April 19, at Harvest 
Baptist Church.  He stressed that they were not expecting any church to cancel its services that night.  Bro. Charlie then 
spoke about the Revitalization Ministry Team and shared that the MBA had purchased a video series by Thom Rainer 
called Four Steps to Revitalizing Your Church.  If a pastor was interested in accessing it, he’d share the link.  Minister’s 
Conference was coming up February 6 at 10:30 and the speaker would be Dr. Darryl Craft from Whitesburg Baptist.  
(Written report on file.) 

Rev. Ron Lynch gave the Church & Community Ministry Director’s report. He referred to his report.  He stated, 
We can accomplish much more if we will work together! He shared that he and his wife were serving at a church replant, Clements 
Baptist Church.  He talked about training for the Good News Club and how it was a terrific opportunity to get into the 
public school system and share Jesus to children.  He talked about a new partnership the MBA was forming with the Gulf 
Coast Baptist Association in Mississippi, and that he’d be taking a group down there in July.  He shared that we also have 
two other opportunities for churches to do missions both locally (Rocket City Missions, which is in its sixth year) and 
globally (Romania—this year will be a student retreat/camp).  For $50, one can sponsor half the cost for a student to 
attend.  The theme for VBS this year is Concrete and Cranes.  Jump Start training will be at the MBA on Tuesday, March 
17th at 6:30 p.m.  It is not curriculum specific.  Beth Henderson is the association director and will be leading both of those 
trainings.  Next Bro. Ron talked about the new block party trailer.  As soon as he as a date set, he will hold training for 
the trailer (for which attendance will be required in order to rent the trailer).  (Written report on file.) 

Paula Bowen, Women’s Ministry Union Director, gave a report.  She was in Prattville for a WMU executive 
board meeting during which it was shared that 12,334 Christmas Backpacks were collected and delivered. 438 backpacks 
were collected from churches in the Madison Baptist Association.  She also talked about Ministry Safe, a program to help 
keep churches and children in their ministries safe from abuse. It is available to all churches in the association.   

Rev. Will Faulkenberry came and spoke on behalf of Edwin Hocutt, Campus Minister of UAH and Calhoun, 
Huntsville, and also on behalf of Willie Alexander, Campus Minister of A&M and Calhoun, Decatur.  He shared that the 
BCM had the privilege of delivering 600 of the Christmas Backpacks prior to Christmas.  He also that Tuesday 
Celebrations were continuing through the second semester and they would love to have churches connect with students 
by helping with snacks for the evening.  They have Pursue coming up at the end of February and SPOTS would be coming 
up in March.  The University of Southern Alabama BCM is sending students here to do evangelism missions.  Ministry at 
Cahloun is continuing to grow and flourish.  If churches have students going to any of the campus we cover, please 
contact Will, Edwin or Willie so they can reach out to them.  All of the campuses are promoting Pursue.  (Written report 
on file.) 



Dr. Carl Ratcliffe, Disaster Relief Coordinator, gave the DR report. He shared that while there were no major 
disasters, there were a number of calls for assistance that needed attention and required Disaster Relief being deployed.  
They had 21 members to train on the Husqvarna and also several members to receive state training.  He stated that they’ve 
updated the trailers as well as purchase and outfit the new chainsaw trailer.  He also shared that DR needs help raising 
funds for a reliable pull vehicle.  He asks that churches consider doing what they can in order to assist, and shared his 
appreciation on behalf of Disaster Relief for all the support that member churches provide.  (Written report on file.) 

Rev. Terrell Boyd, Evangelism & Prayer Team Chairman, presented his report.  He shared that the vision for the 
20/20 Spring Evangelism and Prayer Conference was to renew the passion for evangelism and prayer in our churches. He shared 
that they were planning a city-wide, interdenominational rally/revival, for the last weekend in August.  The civic center 
will be rented three days—the first day will be a day of prayer, the second day will be evangelistic meetings with singers 
and speakers.  He encouraged that anyone interested meet at Lincoln Academy on the third Thursday of the month, at 
12:00 noon.  (Written report on file.) 

Rev. Frank Swalley, New Works Team Chairman, came forward and presented his report. He shared that 
Westlawn Baptist Church has voted that they are willing to host a new Hispanic church start.  The NWT is working to 
find a pastor willing to take on the work.  He talked a little about the process that prospective church planting pastors 
and their wives go through in order to be qualified by the state to plant a church.  He also shared information they plan to 
share with potential new churches, including expectations from the prospective church and also the benefit of being a 
part of the Cooperative Program. (Written report on file.) 

There was no old business. 

There was no new business.   

Rev. Ron Lynch shared that Darrin Lightfoot is working with the Huntsville Pregnancy Center to start a Men’s 
Ministry and they are looking for men—pastors and lay people—to counsel and provide encouragement to men coming 
into the center. 

Rev. Willie Hinton moved to adjourn the executive board meeting; Dr. Carl Ratcliffe seconded the motion, which 
was approved. Bro. Al closed in prayer. 

 
 
 
__________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
Dr. Al Pihringer, Moderator     Mrs. Denise Panter, Clerk 



YTD Financial Report

MARCH

2020

OPERATING BUDGET
Beginning  Balance 46,522.76$    

Total Income 93,650.42$    

Total Expenses 100,543.63$  

YTD ENDING BALANCE 39,629.55$    

DESIGNATED 
Beginning   Balance 44,709.70$    

Total Income 23,171.68$    

Total Expenses 5,683.86$      

YTD ENDING BALANCE 62,197.60$    

SERVISFIRST BANK
LINE ITEM 1/1/2020 INCOME Gain/Loss Column1WITHDRAW 2/27/2020

99 Club $63,707.07 72.97$          $63,780.04

Budget Reserve $71,809.22 88.34$          $71,897.56

Loan Fund $146,814.65 171.87$        $20,000.00 $126,986.52

TOTALS $282,330.94 $333.18 $20,000.00 $262,664.12



MADISON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

 MARCH  2020 EXPENSES

AMOUNT ACTUAL 

Line Line ANNUAL SPENT IN YTD BUDGET SPENT BALANCE

Item # Item BUDGET MARCH 1/1/-3/26/2020 REMAINING

5116 New Work (Church)Support 4,000.00$            4,000.00$               

5120 Mission Ministries 5,000.00$            5,000.00$               

5202 Counselor/ABCH 3,600.00$            300.00$                900.00$                2,700.00$               

5212 Disaster Relief 3,500.00$            129.24$                970.09$                2,529.91$               

5216 Community Ministries 1,500.00$            201.61$                201.61$                1,298.39$               

5220 Trail of Tears 250.00$               250.00$                  

5224 Special Olympic 250.00$               250.00$                  

5228 Rocket City Missions 2,200.00$            2,200.00$               

5236 Christian Women's Job Corp. 200.00$               200.00$                  

5237 Camp MACOBA (Utilities) 4,000.00$            373.30$                1,139.64$             2,860.36$               

5302 Chuch Revitalization 1,000.00$            1,000.00$               

5312 Evangelism/Prayer Ministries 2,000.00$            2,000.00$               

5313 FCA 1,000.00$            1,000.00$               

5336 Sunday School/Discipleship 500.00$               98.74$                   401.26$                  

5344 WMU 3,200.00$            316.70$                1,007.97$             2,192.03$               

5360 VBS 1,000.00$            610.22$                610.22$                389.78$                  

5361 Church Ministries/Open House 4,500.00$            201.62$                352.19$                4,147.81$               

5362 Conference/Seminar 2,000.00$            59.27$                   1,940.73$               

5367 ESL 250.00$               250.00$                  

5368 Student Ministries 250.00$               250.00$                  

5516 Minister's Support 1,000.00$            1,000.00$               

5710 Church Strengtheners 2,400.00$            200.00$                600.00$                1,800.00$               

5604 A&M 12,000.00$          1,000.00$            3,000.00$             9,000.00$               

5608 UAH 17,000.00$          1,416.67$            4,250.01$             12,749.99$            

5610 UAH Ministry Assistant 16,224.00$          1,352.00$            4,056.00$             12,168.00$            

5612 Calhoun 1,500.00$            125.00$                375.00$                1,125.00$               

5614 Legacy Christian University 1,200.00$            100.00$                300.00$                900.00$                  

5700 Staff Salaries 152,478.68$       13,175.90$          39,527.70$           112,950.98$          

5708 Staff Annunity 36,232.25$          3,019.35$            8,524.82$             27,707.43$            

5850 Annunity Matching 4,958.40$            413.21$                1,227.61$             3,730.79$               

5712 Guidestone- DOM Insurance 4,810.92$            400.91$                1,603.64$             3,207.28$               

5716 Housing 53,204.00$          4,433.66$            13,300.98$           39,903.02$            

5402 CMD Taxes 1,200.00$            100.00$                300.00$                900.00$                  

5848 FICA- Non Ministerial 6,389.45$            329.00$                987.00$                5,402.45$               

5808 Alabama Baptist 2,300.00$            561.13$                1,738.87$               

5812 Annual Meeting 1,200.00$            1,200.00$               

5820 DOM- Busines Reimbursement 6,000.00$            63.47$                  661.04$                5,338.96$               

5828 CMD- Business Reimbursement 6,000.00$            495.81$                1,028.83$             4,971.17$               

5840 Christmas Gift 2,500.00$            2,500.00$               

5855 Worker's Compensation 900.00$               357.50$                542.50$                  

5904 Insurance- Bldg., Vehicle 8,000.00$            4,016.31$             3,983.69$               

5906 Miscellaneous 1,000.00$            300.00$                700.00$                  

5910 Printing, Postage, Office Expense 6,500.00$            372.78$                1,583.65$             4,916.35$               

5912 Telephone/Internet 4,600.00$            346.71$                1,165.13$             3,434.87$               



MADISON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

 MARCH  2020 EXPENSES

AMOUNT ACTUAL 

Line ANNUAL SPENT IN YTD BUDGET SPENT

Item # Item BUDGET MARCH 1/1/-3/26/2020

5914 Web 600.00$               50.00$                  150.00$                450.00$                  

5916 Janitorial/Dumpster/Supplies 4,000.00$            227.89$                792.20$                3,207.80$               

5920 MBA Utilities 6,000.00$            435.45$                1,893.81$             4,106.19$               

5924 Vehicle 1,000.00$            60.45$                  60.45$                   939.55$                  

5925 Computer Updates/Maint. 1,000.00$            709.50$                290.50$                  

5926 Maintenance Contracts 7,800.00$            1,025.51$            2,754.93$             5,045.07$               

5927 Equipment/Property Maint. 2,500.00$            70.00$                  1,116.66$             1,383.34$               

               TOTAL 2016 BUDGETTOTAL 2020 BUDGET 412,697.70$     31,346.46$          100,543.63$         312,154.07$          

Item # DESIGNATED ACCOUNTS Starting Income INCOME EXPENSES BALANCE1

-$                      YTD INCOME YTD Spent -$                         

-$                      1/1/-3/26 1/1/-3/26 -$                         

12250 VBS 8,706.38$            30.00$                  8,736.38$               

12270 Disaster Relief 3,751.96$            3,751.96$               

12280 Trail of Tears 2,393.27$            2,393.27$               

12290 MACOBA - Operating 3,275.44$            1,048.86$            1,393.84$             2,930.46$               

12293 MACOBA- What's Next 3,897.09$            10,733.33$          4,219.52$             10,410.90$            

12294 MACOBA- PROJECTS 1,000.00$                                   1,000.00$               

12300 Romania Missions 100.00$               2,400.00$            2,500.00$               

12301 Romania Missions/student camp 200.00$                200.00$                  

12310 Romania Pastor/Wife Retreat

13020 Miscellaneous 2,037.07$            2,752.99$            70.50$                   4,719.56$               

13025 Vehicle 119.50$               336.50$                456.00$                  

13027 Rocket City Missons 5,525.08$            470.00$                5,995.08$               

1600 Williamsburg KY Mission Trip 235.74$               235.74$                  

3200 Loan Fund 1,250.00$            1,250.00$               

13028 99 club

13029 Discipleship Conf. 50.00$                 50.00$                    

CLUB 180 2,803.00$            2,803.00$               

NEW VEHICLE 9,565.25$            5,200.00$            14,765.25$            

         TOTAL 44,709.78$          23,171.68$          5,683.86$             62,197.60$            



Madison Baptist Association

CAG- 2020

Jan.- Mar Apr- Jun  Jul-Sept.  Oct. - Dec.  YTD

All Nations 1031.26 1031.26

 Antioch 
 Bethany 99.64 99.64

 Bethlehem - Hazel Green 1083.34 1083.34

 Bethlehem - Laceys Spring 164.86 164.86

 Bevill's Chapel 2114.12 2114.12

 Brownsboro 1193.66 1193.66

Carter's Grove 300.00 300.00

 Cave Spring 

 Central 150.00 150.00

 Charity 

Christ Community

Clements-Hsv. 400.00 400.00

 Community Life 

 Cornerstone 

 Cove 818.71 818.71

 Cross Pointe 675.00 675.00

 East Huntsville 708.97 708.97

Essential Church

Farley Community 2900.78 2900.78

 Fellowship     

 First Flint River 

 Flint River 4334.00 4334.00

 Galilee 300.00 300.00

 GracePointe 500.01 500.01

 Gurley First 916.67 916.67

 Harmony 

 Harvest 4232.43 4232.43

 Haven 1742.44 1742.44

 Hayes Chapel 

 Hazel Green First 985.85 985.85

 Highlands 

 Hillwood 2278.94 2278.94

Hobbs Island 1191.32 1191.32

 House of Hope & Restoration 440.00 440.00

 Huntsville Baptist (Korean) 

 Huntsville First 3750.00 3750.00

 Huntsville Park 1855.56 1855.56

 Hurricane Grove 

 Jackson Way 2222.03 2222.03

 Korean FBC 300.00 300.00

 Lakewood 527.00 527.00

 Liberty 400.00 400.00

 Life's Journey 772.24 772.24

 Lighthouse 700.00 700.00

 Locust Grove 8.80 8.80



Madison Baptist Association

CAG- 2020

 Mable Hill 300.00 300.00

 Madison First 3750.00 3750.00

 Madison Korean  300.00 300.00

 Meadow Drive 

 Meridianville First 11095.01 11095.01

 Monte Sano 319.47 319.47

 Morningside 2010.36 2010.36

 Mount Zion 9000.00 9000.00

Mount Olive

 Murphy Hill 233.61 233.61

 Neeley's Chapel 

 New Birth Missionary 100.00 100.00

 New Hope First 1000.00 1000.00

 New Market 1332.66 1332.66

 New Salem 

 Northside 

 Oak Park 1456.00 1456.00

 Oakley 196.00 196.00

 Owens Cross Roads 375.00 375.00

 Pineview 

 Pleasant Springs 2015.00 2015.00

 Rivertree 1251.00 1251.00

 Sherwood 893.00 893.00

 Shipps 

The Bridge at Moore's Mill 275.00 275.00

 Sweetwater 

 The Brook 

The Body of Christ 

 The Fellowship of Faith 

 The Gospel Center Church 

 Trinity 270.34 270.34

 Union Grove 1674.36 1674.36

 University 1370.83 1370.83

 Victory Fellowship 

 Wall Highway 690.00 690.00

 Wear's Chapel 50.00 50.00

 West Mastin Lake 300.00 300.00

 Westlawn 1290.00 1290.00

 Whitesburg 2745.00 2745.00

 Willowbrook 2400.00 2400.00

 Winchester Road 2703.00 2703.00

 Woodland Hill 474.15 474.15

 Associational Giving 88967.42 88967.42

State Board of Missions 2683.00 2683.00

Gift 2000.00 2000.00

TOTAL  INCOME 93650.42 93650.42



 

Executive Director of Missions 

   To have to cancel an MBA Executive Board meeting is a first for me. As I write my report (April 8) 
our country is evidently reaching its peak in coronavirus cases. Susan and I are doing well, and we 
hope you are all staying healthy. It is a privilege to serve as your Executive Director of Missions, but I 
must admit I am at a loss of words as I type this report. I just went into a grocery store with disposa-
ble gloves on my hands and a mask covering my nose and mouth. I noticed there were many other 
customers wearing the same as me. I also realized that social distancing is hard to accomplish in a 
narrow  grocery store aisle. May the Lord protect and keep us in the strange times in which we live. I 
pray regularly for all of our MBA churches as worship services have been suspended for three Sun-
days now. I have viewed quite a few of the online worship services and devotionals that our different 
churches offer. All I can say is that we must continue on with the Lord’s work, faithfully serving Him 
even when things are not good. I heard someone say that this week in the life of Christ (the week 
leading up to His death) was the worst week He experienced on earth. If you look at all He experi-
enced during this time, His garden prayer, betrayal, arrest, unjust trial, beating, scourging and cruci-
fixion, I can see why that statement was made. But His Sunday resurrection also occurred, and He 
walked away from the tomb victorious! I sincerely pray that we, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
will emerge from this coronavirus outbreak victorious and stronger than ever before! 
   Due to the coronavirus nightmare, the need for social distancing and stay-at-home directive from 
our governor, we have either cancelled or postponed some upcoming associational events. In addi-
tion to cancelling the April 20 Executive Board meeting, the April 19 MBA “20/20 Vision” Spring Con-
ference has been postponed to a later date. We will reschedule it for the Fall of this year, the good 
Lord willing (James 4:15). This conference will focus on having a “20/20 Vision” for evangelism and 
prayer (Acts 4:31). There are other scheduled mission trips/activities that Ron is now looking at that 
may need to be postponed. The “National Day of Prayer” for our nation is Thursday, May 7. It will 
take place, and hopefully we can have the prayer gatherings that are scheduled for Huntsville and 
the surrounding area. If we cannot gather together, we can pray in our homes and perhaps there will 
be an online emphasis that we can view. This year’s theme is “Pray God’s Glory Across the Earth.” 
The key verse is Habakkuk 2:14: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” If there ever was a time to pray for our nation, it is now (see the 
website www.nationaldayofprayer.org). Our MBA New Works Team, along with our MBA Revitaliza-
tion Ministry Team both continue to meet on a regular basis as we look at the twin ministry needs of 
church planting and revitalization. Let’s continue to remember in prayer our churches that are with-
out pastors: All Nations, Brownsboro, Hobbs Island, and Westlawn (Jerry Hall, interim pastor). I con-
tinue to visit (before the shutdown) our MBA churches on a consistent basis. We have eighty-six 
member churches in our Madison Baptist Association, four of which have two campuses. We have 
two more churches that are under the watch care of the Association (The Gospel Center and The 
Body of Christ Church). Let’s continue to pray for all of our MBA churches and the church staff that 
lead them. Again, everyone please stay safe and don’t take the current pandemic lightly. I look for-
ward to the day we can all meet together again for worship and other activities. “You too be patient; 
strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.” (James 5:8)   
 
Your Director of Missions, 
Charlie 



 

Church and Community Ministries Report 

 

This report is different than any I have written in my almost eighteen years as one of your 

associational missionaries! These past two months have been like no other in my forty-five 

plus years of ministry in serving on church staffs and as an associational missionary. I have 

jokingly told some friends recently that I missed the class at seminary on how to minister 

during a pandemic.  

Please know I have been praying for our pastors, staff, and churches during these weeks of 

the Covid-19 pandemic more than ever! We all have had to change many things about the 

way we live and minister and serve and even work! And you know how much we as Baptists 

like change! Yet, it has been a blessing to see how the churches and ministers have adapted. 

I have watched many of you on facebook and live stream as you have adapted so the Gospel 

could be preached! It has been a joy to watch many of you pastors preach and lead Bible 

studies on the media outlets that are available. 

I would have never thought I would not be in a church building for worship and life groups 

for six weeks in a row! And we may still have a few more weeks? 

I have also been on many Zoom meetings with the state convention, my church life groups, 

deacons meetings, and just times to see the grandchildren and family. Speaking of Zoom 

meetings, on Tuesday, April 28th, at 1:00pm, we will be hosting a meeting with pas-

tors and leaders entitled, “Post Pandemic Church: What will it look like?” 

Four of our Pastors will lead the panel and discussion on the above topic and help us prepare 

for when churches open back up their campuses in a few weeks. I’m so thankful for Darryl 

Craft (Whitesburg Baptist), Kevin Moore (Mt. Zion Baptist), Tim Milner (Essential), And Tim 

Anderson (Clements Baptist), that will be leading a discussion and question time. An email 

should have already been sent to Pastors and Churches with the meeting ID and password to 

join the meeting. If you did not receive the numbers, please call or text me and I can give it to 

you. 

Please check out the MBA Facebook page and website for many resources and articles and 

links that can be a help to you and your church doing these changing times. 

Please know you are in my prayers! Thank you for partnership and generosity as we work 

together to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and the hope and peace and joy that is found 

in Him!  

Ron 



 

Camp MACOBA 
 
Just like everything else, the Camp has been hugely impacted by COVID-19.  The workforce 
was scheduled, fundraising was at full speed, and progress had begun.  We managed to get 
the bathhouse foundation dug and blocks laid when everything came to a screeching 
halt.  We know however that this did not catch God by surprise...our timing is not necessarily 
His timing.  We have rescheduled the workforce for the first two weeks of May 2021 and plan 
to continue the fundraising process when people feel safe about meeting again. 
 
There were several smaller projects that we had planned to do when the bath house was be-
ing built that still need to be done and we could use some help.  If you have a group that 
could assist with some of these please contact me at todd.panter@gmail.com.  Water seal-
ing some decks and a few others things are on the list, along with some painting, clearing 
some small trees around the ponds, and a few other things. 
 
Prayer Concern:  While we can wait until next May to build the new bathhouse, it is important 
that we go ahead and pour the slab very soon.  The cost to do this, along with roughing in 
the plumbing, is about $16,000.00.  
 
Todd Panter 
Camp Host 



 

Campus Ministry 
 

A&M / Calhoun-Decatur BCM 
 

The USA and Calhoun, Huntsville BCM conducted a Story Project on campus. This event was de-

signed to encourage students to share their story about life’s journey.  The questions gave oppor-

tunity for BCM students to share their story.  There were twenty nine conversation with one salva-

tion.  This was a great event with students reaching students with their stories. The day ended with 

much excitement  because of the many students expressing interest in attending BCM. The excite-

ment was short lived.  The announcement came just before Bible study on Thursday night, that 

school was closing because of Covid-19.  That lead to a great celebration in the dorm just before the 

meeting began. The spring semester came to an end and campus completely close down.   Students 

had to leave campus and continue the semester classes online. 

 I have tried to contact students through e-mail and text to check on them.  I have heard from a few 

of them.  I have also sent out information about having zoom meeting on line.  I have yet to hear 

from interested students. 

 On a personal note I will (drop the mic on May 1st ) just short of 34 years of service with Madison 

Baptist Association and Alabama Baptist State Board of Missions.  Thanks for the significant and 

faithful role you have played in 34 years of service.   You have always been there with me in prayers, 

encouragement,  during apartment fire (87) and consistent financial support.   I ask for your prayers 

as I continue sharing the Good News and complete my wife’s to do list. 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Willie Alexander 

Campus Minister, A&M/Calhoun, Decatur  
 

Calhoun-Huntsville BCM 

On March 11th we were able to take our Calhoun-Huntsville BCM students to Alabama A&M campus 

with students from USA BCM for the Campus Story Project. Our BCM students engaged students 

from Alabama A&M to hear their stories and to share the story of Christ with them. There was a time 

of training in sharing the Gospel message ahead of time. The USA BCM students took the lead and 

helped our students as it was the first time some of them had shared their testimony before. We had 

a marvelous experience and one of the Alabama A&M students accepted Christ that day! Our Cal-

houn-Huntsville students really enjoyed their time on the A&M campus and were encouraged by 

several wonderful conversations. We were hoping to try the Campus Conversation Project on the 

Calhoun-Huntsville campus before the campus was closed. 

Since the campus is off limits, we have been meeting at our normal time over Zoom. We are looking 

to see if there is a more conducive time to meet as students’ schedules have changed drastically over 

the last few week. We are doing a study through 1 Peter. Students have the option of watching a vid-

eo over Right Now Media beforehand by Kyle Idleman to help cover the material and help with our 



 

discussion of the verses. We are having a great discussion with the students that attend. The Calhoun

-Huntsville students seem to have had a bigger disruption with schedules as work times have in-

creased for most and times during the day are drastically different than before. 

Keep us in your prayers as we try to maintain contact with the students. It has been a change in ap-

proach for sure but we are doing our best to keep them meeting together even if it is only through 

the internet at the moment.  

 

UAH BCM 

March 16, 2020 is a date that will long be remembered at UAH. The week before we had USA BCM 

students on our campus to help with an evangelism effort called the Campus Story Project. We asked 

students to share a story with us about who or what made them who they are today. After really lis-

tening to their story and even asking questions to learn more about them, we asked if we could 

share our story with them. Of course, our story was little about ourselves and more about Christ.  It 

was a great learning opportunity for our BCM students and a great encouragement of our BCM stu-

dents by seeing the USA BCM students come help us with this evangelism effort. Our students really 

had a heart-to-heart discussion about how we need to be witnessing more and doing things better. I 

was really looking forward to seeing a new energy from our students. That Friday, March 13th, it was 

announced that UAH was going online for the rest of the semester. We were under the understand-

ing; students would stay on campus and still have access to everything, but large gatherings wouldn’t 

be taking place. 

 Then Monday March the 16th happened. First students got an email around 10 AM saying that 

dorms would be closing on Friday so students would need special permission to stay but all students 

were encouraged to move out as soon as possible. Around 11:30 AM students got another email 

from the campus saying that all the food venues would be closing at 2 pm that day but that the Caf 

would remain open for the rest of the week. I went with a couple of students to the Chick-fil-A and 

Pizza place on campus. While there, I talked to as many students as possible. My goal was to try and 

be a calming influence on the campus. While there I saw students trying to use all their Charger 

Bucks because the stores were closing. The C-Store right beside the restraint was selling out of eve-

rything. As soon as, the employees brought out new merchandise students were buying it up. Chick-

fil-A and the pizza place sold out of canned and bottled drinks and was making food as fast as possi-

ble. The campus buildings other than the dorms started closing at 5 pm and have remained closed 

for the most part. It was a quick turn of events. 

Our BCM conducted our first Celebration online through Skype on Tuesday March 17th. Since then, 

we bought a Zoom Pro account and have been holding Celebration each week over Zoom. It is defi-

nitely a different experience. The first week I did a short devotion and then we just talked about life 

and what was going on with us, our campus, and the world. Since March 24th we have been going 



 

through the book of 1 Peter together. It has some timely advice for us as we walk through these days 

together. All of our Connect Groups have finished for the semester, but we have decided to keep the 

normalcy of Celebrations through finals this next week and all through May over Zoom. Summer 

classes will only be online at UAH, so we will continue those over the summer, like normal, but over 

Zoom this summer until we are allowed back to meeting in person and feel that it is safe to do so.  

There are still a few students living on campus at each of the dorms. The Caf was offering pick up 

meals for the students but has now been closed. Students are going to the Bevill Conference Center 

to pick up meals these days. Students I see on campus seem to be in good spirits, but it is an eerie 

sight to see the campus so vacant. Our BCM students that I have had conversations with have been 

stressed with class work as they play catch up with lost time and finals here, April 23-30th. Like I said 

though, we will continue to minister to and alongside the students. 

We held our first interviews for Leadership Team and Host on Zoom over the past few weeks. We 

were able to get these decisions made and we are continuing to move forward. Our new Leadership 

Team for 2020-2021 has already been able to gather on Zoom and decide our WOW events for the 

Fall. Of course, all these plans are tentative, but we can modify them, if needed. We are planning for 

the fall semester of 2020 will be “normal” as possible with students returning to campus. We will be 

discussing alternative ideas, if things don’t get back to a semblance of what we are used to at UAH. 

 Ministry is different but is still going on. Please, keep us in our prayers as we continue to reach out 

to students and faculty alike. God is using this time in several ways. One of our students was bap-

tized at his home church this past Sunday. Situations may change but the Gospel stays the same.  

Respectfully Submitted by 

Edwin Hocutt, State Missionary 
BCM Campus Minster at UAH and Calhoun-Huntsville  



 

Disaster Relief 
 

The Lord uses your Disaster Relief Team in more ways than just responding to large storms. Here we present 
the items that different team members have been used in to render aid as needed. 
 
Under management of equipment: We are trying to be good stewards of what the Lord has provided and 
need a stronger tow vehicle. Therefore, the Suburban was sold at the salvage value of $500.00 and the mon-
ey placed in the vehicle replacement fund; the original old disaster trailer was cleaned up and sold for 
$2000.00 and the money was also place in the vehicle replacement fund. We are praying for the Lord’s wis-
dom and guidance in searching for the vehicle we need. Currently we have collected about 50% of the cost of 
a used heavy-duty vehicle. The shower trailer which had been cleaned and taken to Prattville for signage was 
pickup and returned to MBA. We have been slowed in our transition of our old chainsaw trailer to a recovery 
trailer due to the national (Covid-19) disaster we’re all working under. 
 
We were pleased to be invited and participate in the Madison City Schools Enrichment Day with both our 
Shower Trailer and Chainsaw Trailer on site in support. Members that accompanied the equipment explained 
and answered questions about DR. 
 
Building maintenance including repairs to wind damage of the vinyl siding on the MBA building; replacement 
of emergency lights in MBA; removed old and installed an industrial sink faucet in the MACOBA pavilion. We 
were asked to remove a ramp that was no longer needed by the family. The team also repaired shingles at a 
team member’s home since he was recovering from surgery. 
 
Design and construction of wheelchair ramps included 2 in South Huntsville and 2 at Pleasant Springs BC. The 
team is blessed to have a great working relationship with Willowbrook BC and was able to use their DR recov-
ery trailer to pick up needed material and transport it to the work sites. 
 
Yes we did work on tree damage due to straight line winds and micro bursts in and around Huntsville. A total 
of 7 different yards from South to North Huntsville were cut up, moved to the curb for city pickup and the 
yards cleared of all debris  
 
Submitted in His Service, 
 
M. Wayne Miller JR 
Dr. Carl Ratcliffe 
Disaster Relief Coordinators 
Madison Baptist Association 



 

New Works 
 

 
Our current Church Planters include: 
 

Rev. Devins Jackson, Body of Christ Church, currently under watch care and receiving state 
assistance, as well as $100 per month for rest of this year from the association; and 

 
Rev. Will Faulkenberry, Mosiac City Church, receiving state assistance, as well as $100 per 

month for rest of this year from the association. 
  
We are talking with other potential church planters but will have to wait until social interaction bans are lift-
ed in order to continue. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Frank Swalley 

Chairman 


